tified; each consisted of an in-frame exchange of 9 to 48 base pairs (bp) from the C1H4 gene segment into unrelated rearrangements of V186.2. In the sample from B220 lo GC cells, only a single V H V23 rearrangement encoded the YYYGS motif in CDR3, and three rearrangements, all V186.2, were not in-frame. Two of these nonproductive (nP) rearrangements resulted from incomplete codons at the V-D-J junction, whereas the third contained a complex 215-bp insertion of DNA from the V186.2 and V H 165.1 gene segments. Two hybrid sequences were present: the 215-bp insert described earlier and an in-frame exchange of 30 bp from the C1H4 exon into a productive V186.2 rearrangement. 27. C. Miller and G. Kelsoe, J. Immunol. 155, 3377 (1995 It was also stated in this report (1) that BMP2, 4, and 7 RNA expression was not detected in the duck interdigit. This result implied that the webbing in the hindlimb of ducks is a consequence of the absence of BMP expression in the duck embryo. After publication of the report (1), to explore this issue further, subsequent in situ hybridizations were carried out with the use of a modification (5) of an existing whole mount, in situ protocol. Results from our two different laboratories now indicate that BMP2, 4, and 7 are in fact expressed in the duck interdigit in a pattern similar to that of the chick interdigit (Fig. 1) . The in situ protocol we used, in contrast with the protocol followed in the original study (1), included use of (i) a higher proteinase K concentration (30 to 70 g/ml rather than 5 g/ml), (ii) BCIP/NBT (6) as a color detection substrate rather than BoehringerMannheim purple AP substrate, and (iii) a TWEEN-20 concentration of 1% rather than 0.1% during the color substrate reaction. In combination, these modifications resulted in a greater sensitivity in detecting interdigital expression of BMP2, 4, and 7 in late-stage embryonic limbs. This result has been confirmed for BMP7 by nonradioactive in situ hybridization to frozen tissue sections (7). Therefore, we (H.Z. and L.N.) must withdraw the earlier finding that the duck interdigit lacks BMP expression and regret any inconvenience the earlier conclusions may have caused.
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